Birthmarked Introduction Notes

Welcome to the introductory notes for Birthmarked, written and performed by Brook Tate and directed by Sally Cookson. 

The audio described performance will take place at the Bristol Old Vic on Thursday the 19th of May at 7:30pm. There will be a touch tour at 6pm. 

The show lasts approximately 1 hour and 40 minutes with no interval. 

Please be aware this performance involves loud music, flashing lights and smoke.
 
Birthmarked tells the autobiographical story of Brook Tate - a young gay Jehovah’s witness, and his journey from door-knocking as a Witness to being fabulous at the Bristol Old Vic. 

To tell his story, Brook is supported by a 5 person band, all amplified - Tom on electric guitar and banjo; Eddie on electric keyboard and violin; Eva on drums; Sam on electric bass, upright bass and vocals; and Junior on trumpet, with additional small percussion instruments such as triangle, shaker or tambourine. Brook also plays the guitar at times (acoustic and folk). But the star of the show is Gale the Whale - we’ll come back to her and the band in a moment.


As we enter the auditorium, the instruments are set up and the stage is lit in a simple warm white, like the auditorium. There is no set and the backdrop is a plain sage green velvet curtain which ties in with the auditorium colors. 

The band is positioned in 2 staggered rows with Brook’s mic stand front and centre, a loop pedal, and a thin wooden case on the floor in front of it. 

Brook is a white man in his thirties. He is quite tall, skinny and toned, bald and clean shaven with sparkly dark eyes and thin eyebrows. He has a brown oval shaped birthmark on his forehead, an inch or so above his left eyebrow. Brook’s nose is thin and straight. His smile goes from tight lipped to a wide toothy grin with perfect teeth.

Brook has good posture with a long neck and straight back but his stance and demeanor give him a boyish innocence: he stands with his feet very close together, elbows generally stuck to his sides, he is often wringing his hands or holding them behind his back. Despite his contained posture, he is bouncy and dynamic with quick sharp movements. 
 
Brook stands throughout the show, facing us most of the time even when addressing his band mates. Directly behind Brook is a podium with Eva’s drum kit. 

Eva presents as a white woman in her early thirties. She is about 5’6”, slim, with straight dark blonde hair worn in low pigtails. She has an open face with small eyes and a wide smile.

Eva is smooth and measured in her movements. Even though she is a drummer, her demeanor is mild and soft. 

She sits behind the drum kit except when she is transporting Gale the Whale to whom she lends her voice. 

We meet Gale the Whale underwater. There, the backdrop begins to shimmer and glint and, as we go deeper under the sea, the velvet curtain is replaced by a blue lame one that constantly moves and glints, giving a sense of constant gentle motion. Lights, originally dense blues, swirl slowly.

Gale is a long flat giant puppet, about 2 and a half metres long, constructed out of an old parasol. The parasol’s main upright pole runs through her centre and allows Gale to be carried around. 

2 long rods extend to the left and right from the top of the pole. These rods form Gale’s vertebrae from which sections of painted canvas hang to make up her body: one section for the head, a large piece for the body and a smaller section for the tail. 2 shorter rods stick out from either side of her middle with small bits of canvas to make the fins. 

She is painted blue on one side, with her underbelly and jaw area streaked grey and white. The other side of Gale is less colourful in tones of grey. A few small white lumps - barnacles - are scattered around her underside and jaw, adding to her rugged look. 

Gale isn’t strung or controlled, she just hangs, or floats, a metre or so above everyone thanks to her pole. When she is moved from one place to another, she sways slightly.  As Gale, Eva wears an electric blue lycra full body leotard under a long dark green anorak with navy wellington boots. Gale spends most of her time slotted into a stand on Eva’s podium from where she speaks with Brook. 

Gale and Eva’s podium is about 1metre high and 2metres long. It’s lined with the same sage green velvet as the backdrop.

Flanking the left hand side of the podium is Eddie’s keyboard set on a slight diagonal and his violin nearby.

Eddie presents as a white man in his mid twenties. He is the tallest of the performers and skinny. He has curly blonde hair, blue eyes and a long nose. His movements and stance are laid back, he stands with a slight stoop and moves with a bit of shy awkwardness. 

Across from Eddie, on the right hand side of the podium is a place for Sam with a mic stand and his 2 basses - the upright one is further back in the corner as it's not used until later in the show. 

Sam presents as a white man in his thirties. He is a similar height to Brook with a slim build. He has a buzz-cut, blonde eyebrows and blue eyes. He has an open face, and is generally smiling as he listens to Brook. He has tattoos on his forearms and seems quite relaxed and at ease. 

On the right towards the front is where Junior will play either of his 2 trumpets. 

Junior presents as a latin man in his thirties. Slightly taller than Sam, Junior has a sturdy athletic build. He has smooth light brown skin, thick short black hair and a strong brow over dark eyes, a button nose and thin lipsJunior comes across as serious, discreet and focused. His stance is wide and grounded. 

Tom will join on the left hand side of the space, across from Junior, to play his mint green coloured guitar and his banjo sat at the ready, near an effects pedal station on the floor. 

Tom presents as a white man in his thirties. He is about the same height as Eva with a slim build. He has short red hair and a short goatee beard. Like Sam, he seems relaxed and at ease.

There is a plain wooden stool by each set-up which the musicians use when they are not playing - other than Eva the drummer who is seated to play and Brook who uses the podium as an occasional perch. The band members stay in the same formation throughout the show.

The performers all begin the show in sober pale grey suits, with white shirts buttoned all the way, long thin dark blue ties and dark dress shoes. Instead of trousers, Eva wears a calf-length pleated grey skirt. 

Later on, Tom, Eddie, Sam and Junior wear tight fitting black or grey tank tops and lycra shorts or leggings with gym slippers. Brook swaps the grey suit for a pair of tight black velvet overalls with a plunging V shape showing his bare chest and back. The overalls flare below the knees. 

Except for Eva, each performer has a small paper 2D puppet of about 20centimetres tall, representing themselves. The puppets all have shocked expressions on their faces and their shirts and trousers seem to be ballooned with water.

On occasion, the lights flash brightly in time with strong musical beats. Mostly, vivid colors light up the space: blue, orange, pink and even bright green. At times, the band is in complete shadow as we listen to Brook standing alone in the spotlight …

The cast all present as non-disabled.

The creative credits are as follows:

Brook Tate - writer, composer and performer
Sally Cookson - director
Eva Redman, Junior Nascimento, Tom Bonson, Samuel Fox and Eddie Benfield make up the band

Designer - Max Johns
Lighting Designer - Jai Morjaria
Musical Director - John O'Hara
Costume Supervisor - Sophia Khan
Puppetry Director - Chris Pirie
Dramaturg - Marietta Kirkbride
Outside Eye - Travis Alabanza
Stage Manager on the Book - Rachel Bell
Producer - Hannah Smith
Production Manager - Ed Borgnis
Artist Wellbeing Practitioner - Nikki Disney (The Artist Wellbeing Company)

This description is written and voiced by Sophia Knox-Miller.
 
 
