
A
rt

w
or

k 
R

eb
ec

ca
 P

itt

WRITTEN BY SONALI BHATTACHARYYA
DIRECTED BY BLANCHE MCINTYRE

WELCOME TO ARABIAN 
NIGHTS...
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This time of year is something 
pretty special - renewing family 
bonds and reconnecting with 
friends is pure joy, setting us up 
for whatever the New Year has in 
store.

Sharing precious time together is what 
it’s all about and over the coming weeks 
and months communities across Bristol 
will celebrate a number of festivals. Each 
one has its own special customs and 
traditions, passed down through 
generations of families over many 
centuries.

When we were thinking about this year’s 
festive production in the Theatre, I 
wanted us to stage a big show that would 
appeal to every community and every 
family in Bristol.

At this particular moment when we’re 
confronted with so much hurt and 
confusion in the world, we hope that 
your visit to the theatre will provide a 
moment of respite and joy; a reminder of 
our common humanity and capacity for 
goodwill and hope. Happy Holidays 
from all at BOV!

With thanks to Mike Gunning, Nathanial Gunning, Phil 
Harris, Nic Prior, Mercury Theatre, Jagprops, Julian 
Adams, Taylor Made Metal, Bristol Old Vic Theatre 
School and Sheffield Theatres

I think plays at this time of year 
are about finding a tiny spark 
of light in the darkness, and 
following it.

This is true of The Nutcracker and A 
Christmas Carol and Narnia and any of 
the classics - you need a chilling, wintry 
world and a message of hope that leads 
you into spring. This is why I love 
Sonali’s Arabian Nights so much.

Her story is about people joining 
together, and it’s one where everyone 
can make a difference, regardless of who 
they are. 

So, I hope that audiences will be 
spooked by the scary bits and ache at 
the sad bits, warm themselves on the 
family love and the friendships, be 
transported by the stories and inspired 
by their message, and I hope they will 
follow their own imaginative roads and 
dream up new ideas of what is possible.

Nancy Medina & Charlotte Geeves
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